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Today’s Topics

• Important Dates
• Application Processing Statistics
• Prospective Changes for 2006-07

– Paper FAFSA and the SAR
– Student Web Applications
– PIN and the PIN Website
– FAA Access to CPS Online
– The EDESuite of Products
– Central Processing System (CPS)
– Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR)

• Other Noteworthy News
• ADvance
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Important Dates
June and July 2005
• Draft ISIR Layout available on IFAP
• Federal School Code file updates due

September 2005
• Renewal FAFSA Process Guide 
• ISIR Guide
• Application Processing System Summary 

of Changes Guide 

October 2005
• Student Web Products Process Guide
• Federal School Code Books mailed
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Important Dates
November 2005
• School Electronic Processing Guide 
• Revised ISIR Layout in EDE Technical 

Reference

January 2006
• January 1 FAFSA on the Web, Renewal FAFSA on 

the Web, Corrections on the Web available 

• January 1 FAA Access to CPS Online available

• January 2 Application processing system starts up
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Application Volumes 
2004-05 and 2005-06 Processing Statistics
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Applications through Week 25
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•• 8,155,4368,155,436
2004-05 FAFSAs 
processed as of 
June 19, 2004

•• 8,354,8428,354,842
2005-06 FAFSAs 
processed as of 
June 19, 2005

That’s a 2.5% increase!That’s a 2.5% increase!
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Paper vs. Electronic Filers
Through Week 25
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Since 2003-04 –
• Number of electronic 

filers has increased 40%

• Number of paper filers 
has decreased by more 
than 60%

88% of 200588% of 2005--2006 FAFSAs are filed 2006 FAFSAs are filed 
electronically!electronically!
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Free Application for Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

The Renewal Application Process The Renewal Application Process 

Student Aid Report (SAR)Student Aid Report (SAR)
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The Paper FAFSA 
• Federal Register Notice June 8
• 2006-07 FAFSA

277 CVU Blue (students)
263 CVU Purple (parents)

• No new or deleted questions
• Design and layout remains unchanged
• Will include return receipt postcard and insert
• Questions 17, 20, 56 and 69 (dates) formatted like the 

2004-05 FAFSA, with “month” and “year” above the 
response boxes
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The Paper FAFSA 
Page 1

– Updated all state deadlines
– AK moved into main “State Aid Deadlines” listing from 

the “Contact your FAA” list
– MN deadline changed from “14 days after term starts” 

to “30 days after term starts”
Page 2

– Notes for Questions 14 – 15: Changed “Alien 
Registration Card” reference to “Permanent Resident 
Card” to use most current terminology
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The Paper FAFSA 
Pages 4 and 5

• Questions 33 b. and 71 b.: Will eliminate 
TeleFile from list of filing options because 
IRS will no longer offer it as a filing 
method

• Questions 36 and 74:  Removed “total 
amount” for taxes paid question to 
eliminate confusion 
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The Paper FAFSA
Pages 4, 5 and 8

• Questions 38/39 and 76/77:  Added 
instructions for reporting combat pay

• Combat pay instructions also added to 
Worksheet B on Page 8
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Combat Pay
Income Earned from Work

• Always report full amount of combat pay as 
Income Earned from Work (questions 38-39 
for students; questions 76-77 for parents) 
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Combat Pay
Non-Tax Filers

• For non-tax filers, total amount of combat 
pay reported only in Income Earned from 
Work (Questions 38-39, 76-77) 

• For non-filers, EFC is calculated using 
Income Earned from Work plus Untaxed 
Income from Worksheets A and B

• To include combat pay as Untaxed Income 
on Worksheet B would cause combat pay to 
be counted twice in need analysis
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Combat Pay
Tax Filers

• All Combat Pay is untaxed income –
– Do not include any Combat Pay in AGI
– Include all Combat Pay in Income Earned from Work
– If eligible for EIC, report EIC amount in Worksheet A
– Report full amount of Combat Pay in Worksheet B

• All Combat Pay is taxable income –
– Include Combat Pay in AGI
– Include all Combat Pay in Income Earned from Work
– If eligible for EIC, report EIC amount in Worksheet A
– Do not report any Combat Pay in Worksheet B

• Combat Pay is partially taxed and partially untaxed income
– Include taxable portion of Combat Pay in AGI
– Include all Combat Pay in Income Earned from Work
– If eligible for EIC, report EIC amount in Worksheet A
– Report non-taxable portion of Combat Pay in Worksheet B
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The Paper FAFSA 
Page 4
• Question 53:  Divided into a two-part (a) and (b) 

question for clarity

Page 5 and 6
• Questions 65/66 and 84/85:  Added instructions to 

ensure applicants answer “Household Size” and 
“Number in College” questions
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The Paper FAFSA 
Page 7

• Notes for Questions 55 – 83:  Clarify that 
foster parents are not considered parents 
for completing the FAFSA
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Renewal Application Process

• No more paper Renewal FAFSAs in 2006-07
• Students can use Renewal FAFSA on the Web to 

reapply for aid
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Paper Renewals Requested 4,165,194 2,562,292 38,078

Paper Renewals Received 1,371,727 693,833 8,367

2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006

33% submitted in 2003-04

27% submitted in 2004-05

22% submitted 2005-06
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Renewal Application Process 
Renewal Reminder Notices

NovemberNovember--December:December: All renewal-eligible 
applicants will receive 2006-07 Renewal 
Reminder Notices

– Students with a valid e-mail address will receive 
e-mail reminders

– If e-mail is undeliverable, paper reminder letter 
will be sent to applicant

– Students without a valid e-mail address on their 
2005-06 FAFSA will receive reminder letters 
instead of PIN mailers
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Renewal Application Process 
Renewal Reminder Notices

• Reminder e-mails and letters will 
provide  instructions about how 
and when to reapply for aid using 
Renewal FAFSA on the Web

• Follow-up reminders will be sent 
week of February 6, 2006, to all 
renewal-eligible students who 
have not yet reapplied
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Renewal Application Process 
Renewal FAFSA

• Renewal FAFSA on the Web will 
prompt applicants to verify or 
update U.S. postal and e-mail 
addresses

• Certain fields no longer pre-populated
– Asset net worth data elements 
– Household size
– Number in college

• Asset net worth questions will be required fields; 
must enter dollar amount or zero
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The Paper SAR

• SARs to be printed on blue paper to match 
color scheme of 2006-07 paper FAFSA

• Questions will continue to follow order of 
questions on the paper FAFSA

• Text on page 2 will provide information 
about the importance of not sharing PINs 
with anyone
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FAFSA on the WebFAFSA on the Web
Renewal FAFSA on the WebRenewal FAFSA on the Web
Spanish FAFSA on the WebSpanish FAFSA on the Web

PIN and PIN Web sitePIN and PIN Web site
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FAFSA on the Web

• Apply
• Reapply
• English and Spanish 

options
• Access PIN Web site
• Check status of 

application
• View SAR information
• Make corrections

www.www.fafsafafsa.ed.gov.ed.gov
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FAFSA on the Web and 
Renewal FAFSA on the Web

• Section 1 of FAFSA on the Web 
Home  Page
– Link to State Deadlines added back 
– School code search link added back 
– New printable checklist of items needed 

to complete application 
• The Application

– Option to apply for a PIN within the 
application presented only if applicant 
does not electronically sign at beginning 
of the session
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FAFSA on the Web and
Renewal FAFSA on the Web

• When applicants encounter a verifiable reject 
condition, they cannot click “okay.”  They must 
either –
– Correct the data, or
– If data is correct, re-enter the data in a pop-up box

• Improved instructions for “Process my application 
now without signatures” at the end of the 
application to --
– Improve applicants’ understanding of what they need to do 

next to complete signature process
– Ensure applicants successfully transmit application data
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FAFSA on the Web and
Renewal FAFSA on the Web

• Parents with multiple children in college can  
continue to transfer information to additional  
applications

• In 2006-07, link on confirmation page to 
“Begin a new application with parent data 
already filled in?” will display only for --

• Dependent students
• Independent students who provided parent 

data on the application
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FAFSA on the Web 
Corrections on the Web

• Corrections on the Web not processed in real-
time if new school code added
– Non-real time corrections matched with NSLDS data
– Resulting ISIR will have most recent NSLDS data
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FAFSA on the Web 
Pre-Application Worksheet

• ED Seal added for more 
“official” look

• Paper FAFSA question 
“numbers” added 

• Reformatted for ease of 
use

• Thoughts about this form?
• Would you distribute to 

students if we printed in 
bulk quantities?
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The PIN Website
Improved Home Page 

www.pin.ed.gov
– Fly-over text describes 

menu items
– Re-named “Change My 

Address” to “Update My 
Personal Information”

– Re-ordered main menu 
options so those most 
frequently used are at 
the top and are in 
logical order

Flyover 
help text

Formerly 
“Change my 

address”

R
e-ordered
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The PIN Process

• Clarified to applicants that they have two options 
for receiving their PIN --
– By e-mail
– By postal mail

• Changed text regarding terms of receiving a PIN 
from “Agree” to “I agree not to share my PIN” 



Slide 31

The PIN Process
• “I Forgot/Don’t Know My PIN” option added 

to all PIN authentication pages 
• Will shorten turnaround time for receiving 

PIN e-mails 
– Currently sent every 12 hours
– Will change to every 4 hours

• Will permanently disable PINs after 18 
months of inactivity 
– Users will have to reapply for a PIN
– Affects both students and FAAs
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School Application ProductsSchool Application Products
•• FAA Access to CPS OnlineFAA Access to CPS Online

•• EDESuite of SoftwareEDESuite of Software
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School Application Products
FAA Access to CPS Online

Allows FAAs to --
– Enter and submit FAFSA and 

Renewal FAFSA data
– View students’ SAR 

information
– Correct applicant data
– Calculate verification 

tolerances
– Calculate estimated taxes paid
– Request ISIRs from Datamart

URL: fafsa.ed.gov/faa/faa.htm
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FAA Access to CPS Online 
Application Entry

• Conducted detailed review to assure that text 
is appropriate from FAA’s perspective

• Renamed the “Run Final Check” button to 
“Calculate EFC” to clarify function

FSA continues to make improvements 
to FAA Access
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FAA Access to CPS Online
Changes to Correction Entry will include --
• Adding links to the different steps from the top of 

the correction screen
• Adding “List Changes” functionality to the 

“Calculate EFC” to enable user to submit from 
same screen

• Reporting Assumed Value and Reported Value
• Not requiring all fields to complete “Taxes Paid 

Calculations”
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FAA Access to CPS Online

• Enhancements made to Verification Tool 
include --
– Adding optional field for “Total from 

Worksheet C”
– Not requiring user to enter all fields in the 

Tax/Worksheet column (if the data is 
unchanged or not required)

– Not requiring parental data when there has 
been a dependency override
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FAA Access to CPS Online

• When FAAs encounter verifiable edits 
during data entry, they must either –
– Confirm that the data is correct, or
– Re-enter the data if not correct 
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School Application Products
EDESuite of Products

• EDExpress modules will be 508 Compliant 
(ADA)
– Global, Apps, Packaging, Pell, and DL
– Direct Loan Tools
– SSCR (will be the first product updated)

• FAA Access “setup” will carry forward using 
Prior-Year Import

• Global File Formats will carry forward using 
Prior-Year Import
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EDESuite of Products

• Cents will display (when appropriate) in Pell
– Origination 
– Disbursement 
– Reports
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20062006--07 Central Processing 07 Central Processing 
System (CPS) and ISIR System (CPS) and ISIR 

ChangesChanges
•Edits
•Rejects
•Database Matches
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CPS Changes
Edits

• Parameters changed for cross-year edits
– Edits check for significant changes in Number of 

Family Members, Total Income, or Taxes Paid 
compared to AGI

– Based on positive results, parameters have been 
tightened to alert more applicants to inconsistencies

• New warning edit when student or parent 
enters same amount in asset net worth 
fields
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CPS Changes
Rejects

• Rejects for name not matching SSA’s 
records (D, E & F)
– Verifiable rejects 
– If name is correct, student or parent must 

re-enter both first and last names and 
submit a correction

– Changing comment text (Web and SAR) to 
clarify that both names must be re-entered 
to override the reject
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CPS Changes
Rejects

• Rejects 3 and 12 (taxes paid is equal to 
or greater than AGI)
– Will continue to allow students to verify 

data on the Web and receive a rejected 
SAR

– FAA will continue to have override 
capability in FAA Access

– May want to follow up with students with 
this reject condition
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CPS Changes
Database Matches

• Selective Service Match
– If SSA indicates applicant is “temporarily exempt” 

(Flag = T), and applicant then requests registration 
by correcting question #22 to “Yes,” record resent to 
Selective Service for registration

• NSLDS Pre-screening Match
– Added new fields to pre-screening records sent to 

NSLDS to set loan limit flags
• Dependency status change
• Graduate status change
• Grade level change
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Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR)

• ISIR layout will follow order of FAFSA
• Eliminate duplicative ISIR version of 

comment text
– FAAs will see student SAR and Web comment 

text only 

• ISIRs available in flat file format only
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Other Noteworthy News

• Number of days records remain in 
signature hold file reduced from 14 to 7 

• School code changes may be made by 
calling FSAIC, using Corrections on the 
Web, or on paper SAR 
– Letter requests will be returned to students 

with clear instructions about how to make 
changes
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Other Noteworthy News
FAFSA/IRS Notifications

• In early May 2005, e-mails and letters were 
sent to applicants and parents who reported 
estimated income on their 2005-2006 FAFSA

• Applicants and parents asked to compare 
FAFSA income information to completed tax 
returns and, if necessary, submit corrections 
to the CPS 

• Analysis will be conducted later this year to 
determine effectiveness of this initiative
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Other Noteworthy News
Web Demonstration Sites

• FAFSA on the Web and FAA Access 
demonstration sites will be available later this 
year
– To access sites, go to http://http://fafsademofafsademo.test.ed.gov.test.ed.gov
– Enter:

• User Name:  eddemo
• Password:  fafsatest

• Click on FOTW or FAA Access buttons at 
bottom of screen to access demo site

• Available until next December
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2005 Electronic Access Conferences
October 30 - November 2

Manchester Grand Hyatt
San Diego, CA 92101

November 29 - December 2
Atlanta Marriot Marquis

Atlanta, GA 30303
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The ADvance Solution (Why Change?)

Goals of ADvance --
Facilitate easier and more efficient systems interactions
Improve customer service
Increase program integrity

Solution Provides --
More efficient processes
Integrated technology
Increased data integrity
Enhanced customer service
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The ADvance Solution

• Supports aid awareness and outreach activities
• Integrates Application Processing, Origination, 

and Disbursement systems (AOD)
• Provides Single Customer Contact Center
• Provides Single Technical Help Desk
• Offers enhanced Portal Solution with integrated 

Web views & tools
• Simplifies students’/parents’ and trading partners’ 

interactions with Federal Student Aid (FSA) 
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ADvance: A School’s View

Help Desk Support:  CPS, COD, EDExpress, PIN, SAIGHelp Desk Support:  Help Desk Support:  CPS, COD, EDExpress, PIN, SAIGCPS, COD, EDExpress, PIN, SAIG

Web Products 
for Students

Student Aid on the 
Web, FAFSA on the 

Web, E-MPN 

Web Products Web Products 
for Studentsfor Students

Student Aid on the Student Aid on the 
Web, FAFSA on the Web, FAFSA on the 

Web, Web, EE--MPN MPN 

Web Products for 
Schools

Schools Portal, FAA 
Access, COD On-Line, 

R2T4

Web Products for Web Products for 
SchoolsSchools

Schools Portal, FAA Schools Portal, FAA 
Access, COD OnAccess, COD On--Line, Line, 

R2T4R2T4

Supporting Systems:  CPS, CODSupporting Systems:  Supporting Systems:  CPS, CODCPS, COD

Software 
Products for 

Schools

EDExpress

Software Software 
Products for Products for 

SchoolsSchools

EDExpressEDExpress

Origination & DisbursementApplication

Aid Eligibility 
Determination

Establish 
Person 
Record

Aid
Awareness

Award & 
Disbursement 

Processing

School Aid Payments
& Funding Level Mgmt
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The Opportunity

• ADvance is an 
opportunity to
– Define the business 

needs from multiple 
perspectives (students, 
schools, states, FSA, 
and other partners)  

– Re-define the processes 
to better serve students
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Implementation:  Key Dates

• Initial Go-Live January 2007 for 2007-08, 
application processing only

• Full award year processing for integrated 
application, origination and disbursement 
for 2008-09
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Stay Informed
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QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?
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